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What’s New This Year?

• RRC Website Changes

• Division Name Change & New E-mail Address

• RRC Adopts Pipeline Permit Rule

• FIFO- ‘First In & First Out’

• 15 Day Rejection Letter or Acceptance Letter 

• 45 Day T-4 Process & T-4A Approval Letter

• T-4 Forms(Revised)

• T-4C (Eliminated)

• Hard Copy Overview Maps & Cover Letters

Presentation Overview



RRC Website Changes 



Email Address 



Email Address 

pipelinepermits@rrc.texas.gov

tpms@rrc.texas.gov



Division Name Change



New Adopted Rule Amendments



Permitting Rules 

When is a permit needed?

• If the pipeline system leaves the lease, it needs a 

permit regardless if it is a flow line, gathering line or 

a transmission line.                               
� Exception:  Unitized Leases

• All regulated lines and non-regulated lines need a 

permit if they leave the lease.                   
� Exception:  Unitized Leases



Permitting Rules

As Recognized By Oil & Gas DivisionPermit Required
Permit not Required



Permitting Rules 

What needs a separate permit?

• Permits may have one fluid only.
� Do not mix Natural Gas, Crude, Products, etc.

• Interstate and Intrastate.  
� Must be separate permits.

• Pipelines should be continuous.
� For example:  South Texas and East Texas systems with nothing to      

connect them should be on a separate permit.



Permitting Rules



Permitting Rules 

When to Amend Permit?

• Permits should be amended for pipelines sold.
�Need information from new operator. 

• Pipelines acquired from other operators.
� Need information from previous operator. 

• Pipelines removed or abandoned.
� Mileage removed from permit.

• Renewal with no changes, must be on a T-4 Form
�T-4C has been eliminated.



When T-4 Filing is Received

• Filing is date stamped received date and is recorded 
‘First In & First Out’.

• Filing is reviewed by the 15 day mark, if ‘Rejected’ a 
letter, e-mail or phone call will be sent to the operator.

• If all is good an ‘Acceptance’ letter may be sent or 
operator will be notified by e-mail or phone call.

• When Filing is reviewed the date of review will start the 
45 day process.  From the acceptance date there is a 45 
day time frame to have the T-4 filing processed. 

• A T-4A approval letter will be sent to the operator this 
may be all that an operator receives if all is good during 
the 15 day review.

Permitting Rules



Permitting-T-4 Forms



Permitting-T-4 Forms



Permitting-T-4 Forms



Permitting-T-4 Forms





After March 1, 2015



223456

ABC Pipeline Company

Mark Smith Pipeline Company 

P.O. Box 234  Austin,  TX  78701 

INSTRUCTIONS - Form T-4

00123



Natural Gas

Private

INSTRUCTIONS - Form T-4



INSTRUCTIONS - Form T-4

10.83



INSTRUCTIONS - Form T-4

Mark Smith Mark SmithMark SmithMark SmithMark Smith

5/20/15President

Jill Smith

P.O. BOX 4768

Houston, TX  77002

(713)-200-0000 jill.smith@smithpipe.com



ABC Pipeline Company

Roberts Pipeline L.L.C. 678902

223456

Mark Smith Mark SmithMark SmithMark SmithMark Smith

Mark Smith Pipeline Company

ALL 00123
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ABC Pipeline Company

Mark SmithMark SmithMark SmithMark Smith





Pipeline Safety FAQs



ABC Pipeline Company

00123

5/20/15

1

Travis

24”



http://www.rrc.state.tx.us/pipeline-safety/permitting/new-construction-reports





ABC Pipeline Company 00123
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Sample Cover Letters & Overview Maps











RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS

Mapping Requirements

Oversight and Safety Division

Lori Mireles



Presentation Overview

• Digital Data Submissions

• How to Avoid Digital Data Rejections

� Explode your Data using Advanced Editing Tools

� Verify your Digital is in the Correct Projection

• Helpful Resources

� Map - Public GIS Viewer

� Data - Online Research Queries

• New Operator Checklist

• Helpful Instructions for Submitting Digital 



Digital Data Submission

Homepage:  www.rrc.texas.gov



Steps to Set up an FTP Account      



Sample Email to Request an FTP Account

Subject: FTP Request 

Contact Person and Title:

Company Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Send email to:  tpms@rrc.state.tx.us



Instructions for Submitting & Receiving Digital Data



Instructions for Submitting & Receiving Digital Data 

• Lower case “t” - (t00576) or (tsystem)

• Maximum of 8 characters

• Submit all required files (.shp, .dbf, .shx and .prj)

Note: Do NOT submit files in a folder or .zip file.  All files should be submitted individually.   



Sample Email for FTP Submission   

Subject: Pipeline Operator Name

Body: Operator Name and Address

Type of Submission: Initial Permit or Amendment

Type of Datum: Nad 27 or Nad 83

T-4 Permit/Mapping Contact:



Attribute Definitions



Attribute Definitions

Be sure to add all the *Required Fields in red to your .dbf

A T-4 Amend code should be listed for each line segment



Commodity List



Commodity List

Commodity Description Commodity Systype Additional



Vendor List



Vendor List

The Software Vendor List is for Submitting Digital Data

All vendors on this list have been approved to

to meet TPMS Data Submission Standards.



Operator Name and Address:

Type of Request: Digital Shapefile Request

T-4 Permit Contact:

GIS/Mapping Contact:

Sample Email to Request Digital Data



Sample Email from RRC to Operator

The name of the file to download is p04152014_1.tar.gz

Extracted data for t4 permit 09999



Retrieving Data from the Railroad Commission

Original FTP instructions

See Instructions for DOS FTP for visual reference of instructions



How to Avoid Digital Data Rejections

Explode your Data using Advanced Editing Tools 

� How to set up Advanced Editing Tools

� Identify Multi-Part Features



How to set up Advanced Editing Tools



Identifying Multi-Part Features



Identifying Multi-Part Features

Explode Multi-Part Feature



Identifying Multi-Part Features

Update your shape file with the new changes

You are now ready to send your digital to the FTP site



Verify your Digital is in the Correct Projection

• Wrong Projection
� UTM/State Plane Projection

• Correct Projection
� Geographic Coordinate System

• Check your Coordinates

How to Avoid Digital Rejections



Wrong Projection

UTM/State Plane Projection



Correct Projection

Geographic Coordinate System    



Check your Coordinates 

Please submit files using the Geographic 

Coordinate System (GCS), which means 

that the x-/y- coordinate values are using 

the longitude/latitude values for the State 

of Texas.  These values are –93 to –107 

decimal degrees for the x-coordinate and 

25 to 37 decimal degrees for the y-

coordinate value.  NAD 27 or NAD 83



Helpful Resources

• Map - Public GIS Viewer

• Data - Online Research Queries

� How to Search T-4 Pipeline Permits

� How to Print T-4 Pipeline Permits



Map – Public GIS Viewer



Map – Public GIS Viewer



Data - Online Research Queries



How to Search T-4 Pipeline Permits

00152



Steps to Search T-4  Pipeline Permits



Steps to Search T-4 Pipeline Permits

1

1



Steps to Print T-4 Pipeline Permits

1

• Click Download to print all pages 

• Click Download Page to print page of interest only



New Operator Checklist

Explode your Data using Advanced Editing Tools

Verify your Projection 

Add the *Required Fields to your .dbf file

Submit all your Digital Data files

to the FTP site (.shp, .shx, .dbf and .prj)

Note: .zip files will not process. Files must be sent in individually.



Contact Information

Permitting: Bruce Waterman

Brent Mosby

Kristi Schulz       

For questions, please call 512-463-7058     

Email: pipelinepermits@rrc.texas.gov

Mapping: Lori Mireles - 512-463-7032

Colby Broadway - 512-524-6019          

Email: tpms@rrc.state.tx.us


