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Session Description

This class is an overview of the forms 

required for the operation of a refinery, 

or gas plant with a concentration on 

how to properly fill out the R-1 Form, 

and the R-3 Form.



What is a Refinery?

• processes or manufactures useful 

products from crude oil

• includes processing plants, 

blending plants, or treating plants



What is a Gas Plant?

• extracts liquid hydrocarbons from 

natural gas

• also from refinery or storage 

vapors



Gas Plant & Refinery Forms

• Organization Report (Form P-5)

• Certificate of Compliance (Form R-5/R-6)

• Monthly Report for Refineries (Form R-1)

• Monthly Report for Gas Plants (Form R-3)

• Monthly Report for Pressure Maintenance 

Plants (Form R-7)



Organization Report

• Form P-5

• Statewide Rule 3.1

• prior to initial operation

• renewed annually

• any change must be reported 

immediately



Certificate of Compliance

• Statewide Rule 3.61

• renew annually

• one year from date of the prior 

renewal



Certificate of Compliance

• Refinery and Gas Plant (Form R-5)

• Cycling Plant (Form R-6)

*Other types of plants such as drip stations, 

scrubbers, separators, dehydrators, etc. which only 

produce liquid hydrocarbons without any 

processing do not need a Certificate of Compliance



Form R-5

• Form must be mailed to the District 

Office

• a Refinery or Gas Plant cannot be 

legally operated without a current 

Certificate of Compliance



Form R-6

• Statewide Rule 3.62

• file annually with the District Office

• renew by filing a form R-6 by August 

1st of each year



Form R-5/D-N Form
Form R-5 District Office Notification Form

An R-5 form is Submitted by the 

Operator to the District Office 

having Jurisdiction over the 

facility.

The District office will send out an 

inspector to visit the facility filing an 

R-5 form.  The inspector will fill out a 

D-N form.



Monthly Report for Refinery

Form R-1

• materials received

• products manufactured

• deliveries leaving the refinery
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Monthly Report for Gas Plant

• Form R-3

• Statewide Rule 3.54

• Must file monthly

• Original filed with Austin Office 

• 25th of the following month



Monthly Report for Gas Plant

• Report movement of liquids 

produced from natural gas

• Applies to the following facilities:

�Gas Plants (R-3)

�Drip Stations (R-3)

�Cycling Plants (R-3)

�Pressure Maintenance Plants (R-7)



Form R-3

• natural gas received

• origin and disposition

• solids, other gases, and liquid 

hydrocarbons from processing of 

natural gas 

• Stock balance and itemization of 

liquid hydrocarbons



Form R-3

General purpose

Gas flowing 

in pipeline
Natural Gas 

Processing 

Facility 

or 

Compressor or 

Drip Station 

Condensed 

hydrocarbon 

liquids

“Residue Gas” continuing 

to flow in pipeline



Form R-3

Identification Section
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Form R-3

Section I: Intake Volumes

Section I itemizes gas volumes received into the gathering system

Line 4 must equal line 2 minus line 3



Form R-3

Section II: Disposition of Unprocessed Gas

Section III: Disposition of Residue Gas
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Form R-3

Section IV: Sulfur and CO2 Recovery

Section V: Plant Liquid Hydrocarbon Production

Section VI: Detail Scrubber Recovery-obsolete



Form R-3,

Bottom of Page 1

Form R-3, 

Top of Page 2



Form R-3

Section VII: Barrels

Section VII liquid hydrocarbon stock balancing

From line 10 on previous month’s R-3 Form



Form R-3

Section VIII: Liquid Operations Statement



Form R-3

Section IX: Report of Gas Injected

• If any reported gas in Section II or Section 

III injected for:

�direct repressuring

�pressure maintenance

�cycling

�underground storage



Form R-3

Section X: Detail of Delivery of Gas

• any volumes listed in Section II or Section III

�Other processing plants

�Transmission line (including gas to other for 

lease use, storage, industrial use, etc.)



Form R-3

Section XI: Remarks

• reason for venting unprocessed gas

• reason for venting residue gas

• explanation for any “loss”

• transfer of facility to another operator



Form R-3

Section XI: Remarks-report reason for venting



Forms from Website



Guidelines and List of Vendors



Access to R-1 Data

R-1 forms from January 2014 to 2015 

are now available to the public  on our 

website via RRC Research and 

Statistics!



Access to R-1 Data

• Can file an open records request (ORR) to 

obtain a specific set of forms for any given 

month

• To file an ORR for R-1 forms, e-mail 

ims@rrc.state.tx.us or call 512-463-6882

• Readily available is PDF listing of the first page 

of every R-1 form



Access to R-1 Data online
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Access to R-1 Data online



Access to R-3 Data

• Currently hardcopy only

• Can file an open records request 

(ORR) to obtain a specific set of 

forms for any given month

• E-mail digital@rrc.state.tx.us, or call 

Ernest Oviedo at 512-463-7254.



Access to R-3 Data

• Goal to have R-3 forms available to 

the public  on our website via RRC 

Research and Statistics

• Monthly Summary of Natural Gas is 

available on the RRC website.



Open Records Request for R-3

• Complete data dump:
– Unformatted

– R-3 information for the past 26 months

– monthly subscription fee required

– need EBCDIC software to format the data

• Master list of serial numbers:
– complete list of all R-3 serial numbers and header 

information

– facility name, operator name, field name, county, date 
established, etc.
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FAQs (Form R-1)

Q: Why should refineries continue to file a 

monthly report if the facility/plant is no longer 

in operation?

A: The Form R-1 should be filed as long as stock 

remains on the refinery site.  Only pages 1 & 4 

need to be filed to cover stock on hand if the 

refinery is no longer in operation.



FAQs (Form R-1)

Q: Should  material owned by a refinery, but 

stored off the refinery premises be reported as 

stock on the Form R-1?

A: Stock stored off premises of a refinery should 

not be reported on the R-1 form.  Crude oil or 

condensate  belonging to a refinery, but stored 

off refinery premises should be reported on a

T-1 form. 

Operators: A-L contact (512) 463-6874

Operators: M-Z contact (512) 463-6859



FAQs (Form R-3)

Q: What is meant by “Residue Gas” as in Section 

III if you are filing a Form R-3 for a Compressor 

Station?

A: The prompts on the form were based on the 

applicability of the form to an actual gas plant.  

However, for a compressor station, the 

computer that collects the data is expecting the 

gas that goes through the compressor to be 

reported as “residue” even though it is not 

actually being “processed”.



FAQs (Form R-3)

Q: What is meant by “Extraction Loss”  ?

A: “Extraction Loss” is the shrinkage in volume 

due to removal of liquefiable hydrocarbons.



FAQs (Form R-3)

Q: What is meant by “Meter Difference”?

A: For any two sections which have totals that 

must be equal, at least one of those sections will 

have a “meter difference” section to absorb 

cases in which the totals would otherwise be 

unequal



FAQs (Form R-3)

Q: Is there a required relationship between section III 

“Residue Gas” and section V “Liquid Production”?

A: No, not as far as the R-3 form is audited by RRC staff.  

There does exist a physical relationship.  An acceptable 

estimate is 1 bbl of liquid hydrocarbons will condense 

from approximately 1.1 MCF of natural gas.  This 

conversion may be used by an operator if  actual data is 

lacking.

Example: an “extraction loss” of 6515 MCF reported in 

section III, would mean the total liquid hydrocarbon 

production in section V should be about 5923 bbls.



FAQs (Form R-3)

Q: We have a facility that stores and transports 

compressed natural gas in the liquid state.  If the 

natural gas was not compressed, then it would not be 

in a liquefied state. Do we still have to file an R-3?

A: Yes. The TX Natural Resources Code section 85.060 

requires an operator who produces, stores, transports, 

refines, reclaims, treats, markets, or processes oil, gas, 

or oil and gas products, to file a report. For 

documenting disposition, it should be reported as 

liquid in section V of the R-3.



FAQs (Form R-3)

Q: What is the difference between the R-3 form 

and the PR form?

A: The R-3 form is filed to report liquid 

hydrocarbons produced from natural gas after 

the gas has left the lease, while the PR form is to 

report liquid hydrocarbons produced on the 

lease.



FAQs (Form R-3)

Q: When should an operator file an R-3 form 

versus a T-1 form to report liquid hydrocarbons?

A: The purpose of the R-3 form is to keep an 

accounting of liquid hydrocarbons produced or 

condensed from natural gas at a 

plant/facility. The T-1 form is filed to report the 

handling and transportation of liquid 

hydrocarbons.



FAQs (Form R-3)

Q: Is R-3 facility location data available to the 

public?

A: No. When an operator requests an R-3 serial 

number for a new facility, the operator is 

requested to give the latitude/longitude 

coordinates of the facility. At present we do 

collect this data, but staff is not cleared to 

distribute the map layer where this data is 

compiled.



Oil Refinery and Natural Gas Plant Reports

•Oil and Gas Division 

•District Offices:

•Abilene

•Corpus Christi

•Houston

•Kilgore

•Midland

•Pampa

•San Angelo

•San Antonio

•Wichita Falls

•Pipeline Safety 

•Regional Offices:

•Austin

•Corpus Christi

•Fort Worth

•Houston

•Kilgore

•Midland

•Pampa



RRC District Offices



Contact Information: R-1/R-3 Forms

Janice Scales (512) 463-7154 Janice.Scales@rrc.texas.gov

Karen Cassidy

Technical

(512) 463-6209 Karen.Cassidy@rrc.texas.gov

Rick Behal

Technical

(512) 473-6473 Richard.Behal@rrc.texas.gov

Engineering Unit (512) 463-1126 EngUnit@rrc.texas.gov

Gas Plants & Refineries

Applications and Reporting Process


